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(Continued from page 51) 


Science and Technology 

For those who look to an organi- 
zational solution to policy-making 
problems a Department of Science 
and Technology seems to provide 
an answer. This is not a new idea. 
For many years there has been a 
feeling that the Government need- 
ed a single focal point for science. 
As early as 1886 the National 
Academy of Sciences proposed an 
institution in the executive branch 
of the government “devoted espe- 
cially to the direction and control 
of all the purely scientific work of 
the Government.” At the same time 
the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, through 
its magazine Science, supported the 
Academy’s views on a “Department 
of Science.” The proposals how- 


68 


ever, were not seriously considered 
by Congress. 

Apparently no further progress 
was made toward a separate depart- 
ment until late 1945 and early 1946 
when Representative Claire Boothe 
Luce introduced a bill in Congress 
for a Federal Department of Sci- 
ence and Research. The bill was 
not acted upon, for at that time 
there were growing expectations 
over the possibility of a National 
Science Foundation, which did not 
get final approval until 1950. 

In recent years it is largely from 
Congress that a movement arose 
for a Cabinet-level Department. 
Envisaged was an organ containing 
the research branches of various 
agencies. A proposal emerged from 
the Committee that included: 

1. AEC, NASA, NSF 

2. DOD basic research 

3. Certain components of the 


Department of Commerce, includ- 
ing the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards, the Office of Technical Serv- 
ices, and the Patent Office 

4. Operating functions of the 
Smithsonian Institution except 
those relating to the museum and 
200. 

Proponents have mustered a 
number of arguments. Cabinet 
rank for a secretary would assure 
greater prestige for all technical 
matters. He would assume leader- 
ship in the political advancement 
of science. Duplication would be 
curtailed and scarce skills allocated 
rationally. It would provide a focus 
of clear-cut responsibility for pro- 
grams under its wing. It would 
constitute a policy link between 
Congress and the President. It 
would provide a center for science 


(Continued on page 70) 
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